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Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Board:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh District, agrees with the recommendations by the EQB to update
the existing requirements regarding the drilling, casing, cementing, testing, monitoring, and plugging of oil and
gas wells, and the protection of water supplies.

The Pittsburgh District operates eleven multi-purpose reservoirs in western Pennsylvania within the Upper
Ohio River basin, and five additional reservoirs within our area of responsibility in eastern Ohio and northern
West Virginia. Among the authorized purposes of these reservoirs are releases to improve water quality in
the rivers downstream. The capacity of the reservoirs to achieve this purpose is limited, especially during
extended periods of low precipitation.

The prevention of spills from activities associated with gas well drilling and on-site storage of returned
hydraulic fracturing wastewater, through stricter standards, monitoring, and enforcement as covered by these
proposed amendments, is essential to protect nearby wetlands, groundwater, tributary streams and creeks,
and downstream bodies of water from being impaired.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on proposed new rules for Oil and Gas Casing and Cementing.

Curt Meeder

Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh District,

Chief, Planning and Environmental Branch,

1000 Liberty Avenue,

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4186

Phone: (412) 395-7206

Email: curtis.n.meeder@usace.army.mil
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